Paroxysmal positional vertigo after cochlear implantation.
We observed 4 cases of paroxysmal positional vertigo (PPV) among 62 cochlear implant (CI) recipients. They occurred in the implanted ear without chronological relation with the surgical procedure or the implant's activation. All of them relapsed within 3 months after an initially successful repositioning maneuver, and finally recovered after the second one. None of the patients showed labyrinthine weakness in the implanted ear. The outbreak of PPV did not affect the patients' speech perception performances. To report and discuss the occurrence of PPV after cochlear implantation. Among 32 adult patients who received a Nucleus CI, 4 suffered from PPV on the basis of Dix-Hallpike's maneuvers. After a Semont's repositioning maneuver, recurrences were similarly addressed. An electro-nystagmography (ENG) recording of caloric irrigation tests was obtained once the symptoms subsided. The observed incidence of 12.5% exceeds the figures reported in the literature. No anatomic abnormalities were identified in these patients, nor were any intraoperative or postoperative complications reported. PPV developed 1-12 months after CI surgery in the posterior canal and relapsed within 3 months. ENG showed a normal reflectivity in two patients, while the other two had a significant prevalence of the implanted side. The outcomes of the speech perception tests after CI in all the four patients matched those of their corresponding categories.